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down, the orientation is similar to the right pulmonary artery, 
ductus arteriosus, and left pulmonary artery looking from the front 
ofthe patient.” Another wonderful feature ofthis book, which is a 
requirement for all echocardiography manuals, is the detailed color 
plates found at the beginning. The same still frames are included 
within the text but are cross-referenced to their detailed colored 
counterparts. Also included in this book are two very useful appen- 
dices; Appendix A covers the standard echocardiographic views, 
and Appendix B discusses the topic of heterotaxy. 
A specific weakness of the book is that more line drawings or 
labeling of structures on still frames could have been included for 
better understanding of complex illustrations. Given that this book 
is geared for novices in echocardiography of congenital heart 
disease, not all of the still frames were as simple to visualize as the 
author may have thought. Moreover, the very brief mention of 
complex repairs, Mustard and Senning procedures, and arterial 
switch procedures for correction of transposition of great arteries at 
the end of the book needed a more detailed explanation or needed 
to be left out altogether. 
Overall, this is a superb manual. Linker has accomplishedwhat 
he set out to do, which was to provide a concise guide for 
interpreting echocardiograms of patients of all ages with congeni- 
tal heart disease. I would recommend this book to cardiology 
fellows, students of echocardiography, echocardiologists, sonog- 
raphers, pediatric cardiologists, and general cardiologists with an 
interest in congenital heart disease. 
Monica Escarzapa, MD 
Boston Medical Center 
Boston, Mass 
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Hemodialysis access, which is necessary for the treatment of 
end-stage renal disease, continues to be a serious challenge for 
vascular surgeons, nephrologists, and other clinicians who treat 
patients with chronic renal failure. The authors present a thorough 
review for physicians who care for these patients. The text covers all 
aspects of vascular access, including the pathophysiology of vascu- 
lar access failure, complications associated with vascular access, 
vascular access for the difficult patient, and an important chapter 
on strategies for the prospective detection of access dysfunction. 
Other important chapters include the National Kidney Founda- 
tion’s Dialysis Outcome Quality Initiative, as well as a chapter 
specifically addressing vascular access in children. 
A most interesting and detailed chapter on strategies for the 
prospective detection of access dyshnction is possibly the high- 
light of the textbook. The hemodynamics of vascular access and 
monitoring methods to detect accesses at risk for thrombosis are 
reviewed in detail. There are easy to understand illustrations and 
grafts, which can be reviewed by students, residents, and clinicians 
who care for patients on chronic hemodialysis. 
There are essentially three chapters dealing specifically with 
treatment of arterial venous access dysfunction. Each chapter has a 
separate purpose, mostly discriminating between the percutaneous 
approach and thrombolysis versus surgical restoration of an access 
graft or fistula. The discussions are complete with some redun- 
dancy; however, each author appears to complete his goal in the 
discussion of these topics. The development of an access team 
working in concert for the maintenance of these dialysis grafts was 
not discussed. 
There is some overlap in topics because of multiple authors, 
but this does not seem to detract from the flow of the textbook. 
Each chapter is referenced with multiple citations. References to 
recent articles provide a good source for review of these topics. 
The authors remind us that “vascular access is the Achilles heel 
of hemodialysis.” The information contained in this volume is 
clearly and succinctly written. It will be useful to practicing vascular 
surgeons, who work in the challenging field of access surgery for 
patients undergoing chronic hemodialysis. 
Juy Fisher, MD 
Eastan Hospital 
Easton, Pa 
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